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University of Ottawa Association of Women & the Law

UOAWL Merchandise Contest!

FEBRUARY EVENTS
OCI PREP PANEL
ALSS & MELSA
Wednesday, February 3
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

LEGAL CAREER &
INTERSECTIONAL IDENTITIES
PANEL
uOttawa Outlaw
Thursday, February 4
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

FIRESIDE CHAT WITH THE
SUPREME COURT: JUSTICE
BROWN TALKS MENTAL
HEALTH

Take a creative break and help us put together some amazing merchandise!
The design must be focused on the theme of 'women in law,' can include
words/images/graphics, and can be either hand drawn or digital! All uOttawa
law students are invited to participate.
A portion of the proceeds from the merchandise sales will be donated to the
Elizabeth Fry Society. Submit by February 14th, 2021 to
uoawl.afduo@gmail.com!

EITR uOttawa
Thursday, February 4
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

MIND THE GAP: PAY EQUITY
ISSUES ON THE HORIZON
UOAWL & ELSS
Wednesday, February 24
Evening - Time TBD
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Book of the Month
By Nancy Yan, 1L
From the Ashes is the story of one person’s struggle with addiction,
homelessness, and Indigenous identity. Jesse Thistle is a Métis-Cree
person from Saskatchewan and is an assistant professor in Métis Studies
at York University. Before beginning his academic journey, Thistle
struggled for over a decade living on and off the streets. During this time,
he battled a drug and alcohol addiction and went to jail on various
occasions for petty crimes.
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When he began to turn his life around, he started to learn about his
Indigenous culture and identity. His passion for exploring his lineage and
connection to several prominent Métis chiefs, political leaders, and
resistance fighters led Thistle to reconnect in-person with his family and
visit Saskatchewan for the first time in more than 30 years. I was surprised
and touched by the raw honesty from Thistle’s writing, and his story
pulled at my heartstrings. Thistle’s book offers readers a whole new
perspective of the world and details human pain, resilience, strength, and
perseverance.

Legal Female Highlight:
Dr. Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond
By Suzie De Luca, 1L
Dr. Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond, member of the Muskeg Lake Cree Nation,
was the first Indigenous woman appointed to the Provincial Court of
Saskatchewan. As a judge, she worked with elders from the Saskatoon
Tribal Council to create the first circle court in Canada. Dr. TurpelLafond holds several degrees, certificates, and honorary doctorates
including a law degree from Osgoode Hall, doctorate from Harvard Law
School, and honorary doctorates from McGill and Carleton University.
Dr. Turpel-Lafond’s lived experience with childhood poverty and
domestic violence led her to be an advocate for children.
In 2006, she was appointed as British Columbia’s first Representative for
Children and Youth. She has been recognized for her work globally,
twice being named “100 Global Leaders of Tomorrow” by Times
Magazine. She has received a number of awards including the Bill
McFarland Award for the advancement of child welfare and the Perry
Shawana Award for improving childcare for Indigenous children.
During her 10-year tenure as the Representative for Children and Youth
in BC, she worked fervently to provide supports for children leaving
government care. She reviewed approximately 17, 000 child welfare
cases, producing nearly 100 different reports on inquiries and
investigations. Her leadership and commitment to the prevention of
childhood abuse has improved the livelihood of children in BC. Dr. Mary
Ellen Turpel-Lafond’s work is demonstrative of how the practice of law
can be used to create positive social change.
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